
Durand Rolling Greens Golf Course 
 

    What used to be the farm of August W. Hoeser, is now a great golf course. The 
course has had many revisions over the years, which has made it a fantastic 
course to golf. Whether you are just learning, or an experienced golfer, you will 
find this course a challenge. 

    Before the golf course was even a thought, the land was used for farming. The 
farm had five cows which roamed the hay fields where the course is now located. 
When the Hoeser's first decided to turn the land into a golf course the year was 
1928.  The original design of the course was done by Ben Knight from Winona, 
Minnesota. The course opened in 1931. It looked a lot different than a typical golf 
course now. It was a nine-hole course with all sand greens.  After playing the hole, 
the golfer would drag a piece of carpet over the green to smooth it out for the 
next group of golfers. The clubhouse, which is now the machine storage shed, had 
no official bar, one bedroom, a living room, a kitchen and a porch. 

    In 1945 stock was sold at $100 a share.Raising $5000 the shareholders 
purchased the course for $3750. 

    On Tuesday nights, family night, the women would prepare a meal while the 
men would golf. There weren't a lot of activities that occurred at the clubhouse 
other than an occasional party. The clubhouse used today was built in the 1950's 
as an American Legion hall. It was then sold to Don McMahon who lived in the 
building. Later sold to the course around 1970, it was remodeled and isnow the 
current clubhouse. Which is used for many things such as business meetings, 
graduation parties, wedding receptions, golf benefits, anniversary receptions, and 
countless other events. 

    The course is always being renovated. The first grass greens where put in by Bill 
Gillmore and Ingwald Paulson around the same time as the course received its 
new clubhouse. For many years it played with some grass and some sand greens. 
Joe Brenner and his father Joseph A. Brenner planted the large rows of tall pines 
in 1945. The landscape has changed also. There was a pond put in on hole 
number five around 1982. The irrigation system, which supplies the course with 
water, was put in between 1978-1980. Before this system was installed the only 



part of the course that was watered was the greens. The first powered carts were 
introduced on the course in the early 1970's. 

    Shareholders have always owned the Rolling Greens golf course until 1996, 
when Gene and Brent Bauer purchased the course. Under their ownership the 
course has had many new additions. One recent addition is that the green on hole 
# 5 has been made bigger as well as a new pond off to the right of it.  
The course is a par 36, nine-hole course at the present time. Including the  
clubhouse land, it sits on about 75 acres. The Bauer's have recently purchased 55  
more acres with plans of building another nine holes. The new nine would be a 
par  
34. The present clubhouse would be sold and a new clubhouse would be  
constructed on a portion of the newly purchased land. 

    The Durand Rolling Greens golf course is a great example of a business that  
has continued to grow and be a big part in this community. It has played a big role 
in my life, introducing me to the great game of golf.  
  

Report by: Josh Johnson  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 This is an ad i found in the May 1932 issue of the courier wedge. 

This site was created by Josh Johnson 

 



 
                                                                                         OAK HILL   COUNTRY CLUB  Golf  
RATES FOR PLAY                                                         Course will be opened for play  
$0.50 per day                                                                        SUNDAY, MAY 29TH  
$0.75 Sundays and Holidays  
               

 

 
SEASON RATES                                                            
$15.00 single person over High School age  
$20.00 Family    

 

The public is cordially invited invited to  visit the course and watch the 
play.  There will be space available for picnics and sanwiches and cold drinks will 
be served at the club house. 

"MEET YOUR FRIEND AT OAK HILL CLUB" 

Select your clubs from our big assortment on display at The Clothes Shop. 

                                    OAK HILL GOLF COURSE  
                           Joe A. BRENNER                DURAND, WIS.  
  


